
 

 

 

Divine Mercy   
‘If you treat an individual as he is, he will remain as he is. But if you treat him as if he 
were what he ought to be and could be, he will become what he ought to be and could 
be.’ (Goethe). Jesus sees the potential in every person he meets. Today’s gospel shows 
us how in his presence people feel capable of more. He guides them to the realisation 
that their growth is far from finished. Mercy gives the sinner a future when there seems 
to be no future. He recognises the wrong done but does not demand a penalty for it. 
This gospel passage models mercy at its very best. Mercy looks at others with compas-
sion, it understands, it does not condemn, it sets free, it enables, it gives life. This ideal 
continues to inspire many, but for a variety of reasons Jesus’ example of tenderness and 
mercy proves difficult to imitate. Some of the hindrances to that imitation need to be 
named if we are to overcome them. 
One obstacle is fear. The scribes and Pharisees are very uncomfortable with moral fail-
ure. According to their standards of justice the sinner must pay the price for what he/she 
has done. If the law is not kept and failure isn’t punished then the danger is that chaos 
will take over and chaos is very scary. In their eyes the observance of the law makes for 
order and that keeps chaos at bay. For Jesus too the law gives direction to life, but he 
looks to its deeper significance and to the need to understand each individual who seeks 
to follow its guidance.  
Another obstacle is the self-centredness that wants more, whether it is more freedom, 
more control, more material goods or more power. This attitude finds tolerance and for-
giveness very demanding. It is becoming increasingly evident that the more individual 
our views and beliefs become, the higher the levels of intolerance.  
A story that begins with deathly accusation ends with divine mercy. Where the communi-
ty’s condemnation would have led the adulterous woman to death, Jesus’ mercy leads 
her to new life. A story that begins with exposing the sin of an individual ends with ex-
posing the sinfulness of all. Where the community begins with awareness of the woman’s 
sinfulness, this encounter with Jesus makes them aware of their own sinfulness. Jesus 
reveals a new order in which all are called to repentance and the experience of divine 
mercy. Jesus’ desire for us is not death but new life.     Sources:  galwaydiocese.ie/reflection;   
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Jesus said, 'If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be 
the first to cast a stone at her.' When they heard this they went 
away one by one, until Jesus was left alone with the woman. He 
looked up and said, 'Woman, where are they? Has no one con-
demned you? 'No one, sir,' she replied. 'Neither do I condemn 
you,' said Jesus, go away, and don't sin any more.' 
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Last Weekend: Attendance 92 Offertory: £200.00. Thank you for your generosity. 
    

     Masses received this week:  

Magaret Leak, Agness Dunnagan, Talbot family, Janet Berry, Stacey, Tom & Marie Hooper, 
Peter Cairns, Fr. Manus Keane, Anthony Keane, Monica Syms.      

   

     Monday ‘Surgery’   

Fr. Peter will be in Holy Family Church from 5.30-6.30pm this Monday evening  especially 
for anyone who wants a word about baptisms, weddings, Sacrament of Reconciliation etc.   

LENT  

Service of Reconciliation:  Shared with St. Anthony’s and St. Gregory’s in St. 
Anthony’s this Wednesday, 10th April at 7pm.   
   

Stations of the Cross. Every Friday in St. Anthony’s at 6pm.      

 

  Holy Family`s Christian Passover. 
In the Pastoral Centre on Monday 15th April at 6.30 for a 7.00 start. The cost is £11.00 
adults drinking wine, £9.00 adults not drinking wine, and £7.00 for children. Soft drinks 
will be provided, as will a 3-course meal. Tickets available from Caroline or Jane Hes-
keth. Payment with the tickets please. Please let us know by Monday 8th April. 
 

Holy Week Services:  Times and locations will be the same as last year i.e. 

 Maundy Thursday in Holy Family Church at 7.30pm;  
 Good Friday Service in Holy Family at 3pm.  
 Easter Vigil in St. Anthony’s at 8.00pm.  
Please note: Palm Sunday Mass starts after a gathering at St. Margaret’s at 10.15am for 
procession with palms to Holy Family. Mass in Holy Family will probably start at 
10.45am. 

Southern Africa Cyclone - Appeal 
Thank you for your donations to the Cyclone Appeal over the last two weeks.  These 
amounted to £145.00.    
   

Mass followed by an Easter Party  
Organised by St. Anthony’s SVP Group for Senior Citizens. On Sat. 27th April, 12 noon.  
With the Sacrament of the Sick, then lunch and party in the Parish Centre. If you are 
able to donate raffle/bingo prizes please place at the back of church.  If you know of 
anyone who requires transport please contact Mr Mark Ibison on 01772 712130 or Mrs 
Kelly on 01772 723963  Many thanks to all the volunteers.  

     

 Concert at the Playhouse at 7.30 on 26th April. 
Angie announces a Concert to raise money for the Playhouse and a dementia singing 
group at Xaverian Mission Centre. Lost and Found will be one of the acts. Tickets are 
£10 from 07738915848. 
      

Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne for young Adults (20s and 30s)  
A walking pilgrimage to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne in the footsteps of the Northern 
Saints. Reflect, pray, walk, share life with other young adults (20s & 30s) Cost: £85. 
24th-28th April 2019 For more information contact: Sr Lynne fcJ: lynnefcj@hotmail.com 
0151 733 5475 www.fcjsisters.org    

 

  Lourdes 2019 Pilgrimage 

 - to coincide with the Lancaster Diocesan Pilgrimage, from 25th July—3rd August, by 
coach. See poster or ring Bernadette Roberts on 07443 639364 for booking form. 
   

      - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Share-It Food Bank (at Holy Family) 

Thank you for your donations of food. Priority items for the next few weeks are:   

 NOODLES, biscuits, coffee sachets. 

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion, Bob Blacoe, Rhoda Case, Bill York, Lawrence 
Dunnagan, Trevor Hughes, Claire, Rowland Eyre; 
    

those who have died recently:  Bernard Simpson.    
    

and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Mary Kellett, Jack Hayes, 
Arthur Chesworth, Jerry Marton, Isaac Molloy, Jessie Edwards, Doris Dickinson, Michael 
Myerscough, Janinna Drewek, William Lee, Beryl Wood, Olive Noblett, Sheila Grogan, 
Mary O’Shaugnnessy,  Mary Christine Holland, Tom Green, Mary (Ella) Jordan, Dorothy 
Jamieson, Joan Maud,   May they rest in peace.    

  

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 6th April 2019 

Sat 6.00pm St. Anthony  Moon family   

Sun  9.30am 

      11.00am 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

Harry Lonsdale 

Janina Drewek 

5th Sunday in Lent  

Mon 9.15am Holy Family  Anthony Keane  

Tue  9.15am St Anthony Janet Berry  

Wed 9.15am St Anthony   Fr. Manus Keane  

Thur 9.15am Holy Family Special Intention  

Fri    9.15am 

       6.00p,m. 

 6.30-7.30pm 

St Anthony  

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

Talbot family  
Stations of the Cross 

Exposition & Holy Communion   

Sat: 6.00pm     St. Anthony Joe Rogers  

Sun  9.15am 

     11.00am 

St. Anthony 
Holy Family 

Tom & Marie Hooper 

For our parish 

PALM SUNDAY 

 


